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mained there only a day or two, the enemy having with-

drawn. It returned to Goldsboro where it remained drilling

and doing guard duty until the last of January. It was then

ordered to Kinston and camped near the beautiful home of

Colonel John 0. Washington. It was here employed in con-

structing the breastworks and fortifications for the defence

of the town and especially of the county bridge across the

Neuse river. Kinston was in easy reach from New Bern
.and had been visited by many Federal raiding parties from

time to time. Our boys were heartily welcomed by the good

people of that town.

The rations which were issued to officers and men
while here and at Goldsboro were very scant. They con-

sisted of half a pint of black sorghum syrup, a pint of husky

meal every other day, a third of a pound of pork or Il^assau

bacon and a few potatoes occasionally. The old soldiers will

.all remember Nassau bacon, a very gross, fat, porky substance

which ran the blockade at Wilmington and was distributed

among Lee's veterans as bacon. When a ration of cornfield

peas was issued the boys were in high jinks indeed. Eut

never was there collected together more uncomplaining men.

They recognized the fact that the Confederacy was doing for

them its best.

BATTLE OF SOUTH WEST CEEEK.

Upon the discovery of the advance of the enemy from New
Bern, whence they set out early in March, General Hoke's

Division was ordered to Kinston. On 6 March, the Junior

Keserve Brigade, consisting of the First Uegiment under

Lieutenant-Colonel Charles W. Broadfoot; the Second under

Oolonel John PL Anderson, and the Third under Colonel

Hinsdale, and Millard's Battalion under Captain 0. M. Hall,

nil under Colonel F. S. Annistead, marched through Kinston

and across, to> the south side of Neuse river, which here runs

in an easterly direction past the breastworks which they had

so laboriously constructed. They marched down the river

road which leads out in a southeasterly direction to Southwest

creek. This creek is a sluggish, unfordable stream, which

runs in a northerly direction and empties into the river about


